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INTRODUCTION

1 History

From Linnaeus era {1753) till 1794 approximately 84 species (37 spp. by Linnaeus) were
described, from 1795 to 1876 about 790 more species were added on previous number,
from 1882 to 1915 around 236 species, from 1916 to 1955 about 328 species, and
surprisingly from 1956 to 2018 unimaginable species number, about 1175 new taxa(
subspecies / varieties) were added in the genus Astragalus. There are actually 2748
accepted species/subspecies / varieties names into 155 sections are recognized from
different parts of the Old World countries

@ Distribution

The genus contains 38 monotypic sections in the Old World and 24 monotypic sections
in the New World. There are also several local and regional endemites sections in
different countries of the world. Majority of the sections contain 10 to 60 species and
only a few sections consist of 70to 120 Only the sect. Caprini known as the
biggest section with about 300 species is widely distributed throughout the old world
from south to north hemisphere, in temperate climate to cold area, lowland to high
altitude and subnival to nival zone. As the exception Australia and New Zeeland, the
genus is widely distributed throughout the world.

[ 3) Morphology

Morphologically, the species of the genus are in the form of annuals, perennials,
herbaceous and fruticase (shrub lets). In SW Asia, Middle Asia and in high altitudes of
Europe the woody species create the small to big continuous or discontinuous
permanent association with one or more Astragali species and in some parts, mixed with
ather saciable genera like: Acantholimon spp., Arthemisia spp. Onobrychis spp. and
Acanthophyllum spp., which create the assaciation (cushion formation). All other data
excluded from different floras. Check lists as well as the recent monumental taxonomic
revision of the genus in the Old World .

o Endemism

Endemic species: According to the 2747 existing species 1931 are endemics to the
different regions and 817 species with larger distribution, penetrate into the bordering
countries. Numerous species occupy the area beyond the main center of endemism,
showing the cosmopalitans status in the Old World, but lot of them are common in two
neighboring countries.

PhD Student in Plant Systematics (Plant Biology)
College of Science / Schoal of Biology
University of Tehran, Iran
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